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PREFACE. 


There is no part of a book which is more seldom read, or more difficult to write, 
than a Preface. By many it is regarded as of no greater value than the blank 
leaves at the end, and yet, though deemed of little use, both are considered indis- 
pensable. There are some who feel less difficulty in producing a volume than in 
introducing it to the reader—in the body of the work the writer may continue 
rambling and gossiping—giving vent to his thoughts as they arise in the mind, 
without a feeling of presumption cr delicacy, and in some instances, without 
remembering the reader at all—using the pen as an instrument to rid him of super- 
fluous emotions—the pen, in fact, becoming his tongue, and the book his eonfdant. 
When, however, the work is completed, and it becomes necessary for the author 
to appear before the reader, and plainly and candidly state what have Leen his 
objects, and exhibit himself sitting in judgment and passing sentence on his labours 
—when it is expected that he should throw off disguise and lay aside the mask 
under which he has been playing his vagaries—the case assumes another aspect. 
Such is our present position ;—for the last six months the result of our labours has 
been weekly laid before the public, without a feeling of timidity on our part, though 
certainly with an earnest and ardent desire to please; but now that we are called 
upon to furnish the brief introduction which should accompany our lucubrations in 
a collected form, we feel a positive difficulty in executing the task. 


We cannot, however, resist this opportunity of recording our satisfaction at the 
completion of the first half-yearly volume of BrapsHaw’s MANCHESTER JOURNAL. 
For the support which has enabled us to proceed thus far, we tender our hearty and 
unfeigned acknowledgments, and as the most unequivocal manifestation of our 
sincerity we announce our intention to commence another volume with the deter- 
mination to render it still more acceptable, interesting, and useful. 


Acting upon the advice of many judicious friends, we shall discontinue the local 
designation of this journal, which, to strangers, has given it an exclusively provincial 
aspect, when its contents have actually been of a general character ; and whilst we 
shall continue to notice every thing in this district likely to interest either our 
Manchester readers or those resident elsewhere, we shall extend. our descriptions 
and illustrations to such other and more remote objects and places as may be deemed 
worthy of the attention of all. 
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PREFACE. 


Though considerable expense has been incurred in obtaining the wood cuts for 
this volume, a very decided preference has been expressed for steel engravings,— 
to meet which we have concluded to discontinue the wood cuts entirely, and to 
present with every alternate Number a superior steel engraving, it being our convic- 
tion that we shall better promote sound taste and more effectually gratify our readers 
by one really valuable illustration than by two of an inferior description. 


We tender our most grateful thanks to the friends who have favoured us with their 
contributions for the present volume, and venture to hope that we shall continue to 
receive their valuable aid; in addition to which, we trust, from arrangements into 
which we have entered, that our columns will in future be graced with the produc- 
tions of several whose names rank high in literature. 


Manchester, October, 1841. 
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